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FA Happy New Year. 





a} ow swiftly the years glide by! Has not the past year 
been like a dream, for some like a beautiful dream, for 
others like a sad dream. Life is continually changing. 
What we behold changes, only one thing remains un- 
changed; generations come and generations go, this One alone 
remains unaltered. Man hastens on with great speed and does 
not recognize or pay any attention to this unchangeable One. 

But who is this unchangeable One? It is the Holy Euchar- 
ist that abides with us, it is the Son of the living God, the eter- 
nal, unchangeable God Himself; it isthe Son of the Virgin, full 
of love and mercy towards us, poor banished children of Eve. 

Is there anything better or more sublime in this world than 
to love, to adore and to glorify the Holy Eucharist? Are they 
not wise virgins who have chosen the perpetual adoration and 
glorification of the Holy Eucharist for their life’s task ? 

Happy do we consider the Holy Father in Rome, not be- 
cause he is the Holy Father, but because he truly loves the Holy 
Eucharist, and labors with the greatest zeal that this adorable 
Mystery be ever better known, better and more frequently re- 
ceived. 
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Happy is the bishop, who is penetrated with ardent love 
towards his Eucharistic God, and who knows how to enkindle 
and support in his diocese, a living faith in this Mystery. 

Thrice happy the pastor who understands to impart to his 
parishioners a love for this great Mystery, and to incite them to 
a frequent reception of Holy Communion. 

Happy the faithful who ardently love the Holy Eucharist 
and often receive It. 

Now if the Holy Eucharist is so great a good, should you, 
dear reader, not be animated with holy zeal to propagate the 
Eucharistic kingdom ? 

This is above all, the mission of our little periodical. You 
tan become an apostle of the Holy Eucharist by circulating this 
excellent booklet, which no one who is well disposed, can read 
without being edified. Dear reader, if you truly love Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, then try to obtain new subscribers. You 
likewise participate in all the good which the booklet may effect. 
Many periodicals offer premiums, but the majority of our readers 
prefer to do this act of charity for love of the Blessed Sacrament. 
They do not wish by a small recompense to forfeit an eternal 
reward. However, anyone desiring commission or a premium 
for soliciting subscribers, is welcome to it, as some agents are 
depending on this for their support. 

In conclusion, dear réader, we wish you many blessings 
and graces for the New Year. May our Divine Lord reward 
you a thousand-fold for all you do to circulate our periodical, 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory.”” We confidently trust that many 
of our friends will obtain new subscribers. Our Holy Father 
is a pope according to the Heart of Jesus, and nothing pleases 
him more than if Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is ever more 
and more known and loved. 

May the Eucharistic kingdom come to us, and do you, dear 
reader, assist us in its propagation. 


x 
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New Year and the Blessed Sacrament. 





On New Year’s night the angel of love hastens over land 
and sea pouring out upon mankind, his horn of plenty, filled with 
sweet words and good wishes. A happy New Year, a joyful, 
blessed New Year! This greeting is heard in all tongues and 
zones, and they who exchange these greetings are mortal men, 
not one of whom has the assurance that he will see the end of 
the year. And for Him who lives in our midst as God and man, 
there are no good wishes, no tokens of love? Year in and year 
out He dwells in our churches to pour out upon us His graces 
and favors, and we should have no New Year’s greeting for Him? 

Oh, how seldom does it enter a person’s mind on the morning 
of the New Year to step before the altar of his parish church, 
and say to our dear Savior: “Lord Jesus, I wish You a good 
New Year’! What consolation it would give to His loving heart, 
if mankind would strive to prepare for Him a good new year, 
a year in which He would be less frequently offended more 
loved and honored, a year in which His Holy Sacrament 
would be received oftener and more worthily, His holy Church 
be less persecuted, and His holy name less often profaned in 
word and deed. Oh, let us wish such a happy New Year to our 
loving Savior. Should our compassion not be excited, when we 
consider Him the lonely Prisoner of the tabernacle, who for near- 
ly 2,000 years, has not passed a single hour there, in which His 
Divine Majesty was not grossly outraged. Must we not shed 
tears at the thought, that He, the Almighty, who could hurl 
lightning at His persecutors, permits year after year to pass by, 
patiently and mercifully were that sinful mankind may at 
length return to Him? 

The best remedy for a lasting conversion of the human race, 
has been given us by our gloriously reigning Pope Pius X., by his 
decree of Dec. 20, 1905, in which he recommends frequent and 
daily Holy Communion. If all well-meaning Christians would 
again become penetrated with the zeal that prevailed at the be- 
ginning of Christianity, and would often and worthily receive 
Holy Communion, what a change would be effected in the daily 
social life as well as in their spiritual life. 

Oh, that all would understand the designs and solicitude of 
our Holy Father, and that this might become a year of consola- 
tion and reparation for Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament! In 
case we have failed to approach the Holy Table on New Year’s 
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day and neglected to wish our hidden God in the tabernacle a 
good year, a year of ardent love, a Communion-year, oh, let us 
do so very soon. Let us receive Holy Communion with this in- 
tention on the feast of the Epiphany or the feast of the Holy 
Name of Jesus. 

Dear reader, whoever you may be, make the resolution that 
this year shall be a Communion-year, a year of fervent love to- 
wards your Eucharistic God, and endeavor to enkindle the same 
sentiments in others. This you can easily do, by circulating our 
little periodical, Tabernacle and Purgatory. 


Se 


Che Infant Jesus and the Blessed Sacrament. 


Our Savior chose to be born in a stable where shepherds 
sheltered their sheep in stormy weather; in a grotto where, per- 
haps, His own forefather David, when a shepherd-boy, kept his 
flocks and sang his songs about the Good Shepherd. He made 
this choice in order to teach mankind at the very hour of His 
birth, that He is the Good Shepherd come to seek the lost sheep. 

He chose, as old tradition says, to be laid between two sense- 
less beasts, an ox and an ass, to show that mankind, who had 
sunk to the level of beasts, could be restored to their lost dignity 
by Him alone. As we look upon Jesus in this dreary, bleak a- 
bode, let us remember with regret the insults and grief offered to 
Him by those who approach Him in the Blessed Sacrament with 
a cold, indifferent, and, perhaps, sin-burdened soul. 

The Infant Jesus, in the very hour of His nativity foreshad- 
owed, and, in a very certain sense, promised to man that Adora- 
ble Sacrament of the altar which He finally established in the 
last hours of His earthly existence. It is not hard, dear reader, 
to discover the analogy between the manger of Jesus and His 
tabernacle on our altars. The manger, which is the receptacle 
of the food given to the sheep, means that Jesus is our food, our 
strength, the bread of life, manna from heaven, our chief and 
only spiritual maintenance. And as we see Jesus stretching forth 
His tender arms from the crib, do we not see mirrored in His 
every feature the comforting invitation: ‘‘Come to me you that 
are weary and heavily laden, and I will refresh you; for my flesh 
is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.’’ 
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AA Great Deed of Pius X. 


When our present Holy Father, Pius X., ascended the papal 
throne, he explained in a grand encyclical, the principles by 
which he would be guided in the administration of his high 
office. ‘To restore all things in Christ’’ is his motto and lead- 
ing thought. 

Two years later followed a deed, through which thousands 
and thousands of God-loving souls were filled with joy and con- 
solation. This great deed of Pius X. was the issuing of the decree 
regarding daily Holy Communion. Any one realizing that the 
Blessed Sacrament is the source of the supernatural life of virtue 
in the Church, will not hesitate to pronounce this ordinance a 
most important epoch for all times in the history of spiritual life. 
But in order fully to comprehend the thought and the loving 
designs of the Vicar of Christ, we must be acquainted with the 
history of Holy Communion in its leading features. It is, more- 
over, so interesting and instructive that our readers will appreciate 
to have it briefly given here. 





Al Short History of Holy Communion. 





Zeal of the Early Christians. 
(Till 300 after Christ.) 

FTER the descent of the Holy Ghost on Pentecost the 
New Law was fully established. The first Christians, 
it is true, still went to the temple to pray, but they like- 
wise assembled in their more spacious dwellings at Jeru- 

salem, and celebrated there the sublime sacrifice of the New Law, 

which we call Mass. The celebration took place daily, just as 
the sacrifices of the Old Law were daily offered in the temple. 

The faithful who were present, each time joyfully received the 

body of the Lord, the true manna, containing in itself all sweet- 

ness. St. Luke informs us of this, when in the Acts of the Apos- 
tles (2, 46.) he writes of the early Christians: ‘““‘They continued 
daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they took their meat with gladness, and simplicity 
of heart.’’ In their joy at possessing this precious, heavenly 
treasure, which had been left them by the Master, they regarded 
earthly possessions as insignificant, and often renounced them 
altogether, for the support of the needy. They were ‘“‘but one 
heart and one soul’’ (Acts 4, 32). 
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The Gospel gradually spread from Jerusalem over the whole 
world and with it the Eucharistic Sacrifice and Holy Communion. 
It was customary at this time for all who assisted at the Holy 
Sacrifice to receive Holy Communion. The desire for this Heav- 
enly Food was so great, that It was brought into the homes of the 
sick, and to those otherwise prevented from being present at the 
Holy Sacrifice. 

Small Round Loaves. 

At that time small, round loaves were made use of at Holy 
Mass, the faithful themselves bringing them to the church. Be- 
fore the Offertory, after many prayers and readings these offer- 
ings were presented. The deacon handed them to the bishop at 
the altar who offered the oblation and made the sign of the cross 
over them. After praises and thanksgivings according to the 
manner of the Preface of today, they were consecrated. Then 
followed prayers for all classes, for the emperor and the empire, 
for the dead, and lastly, the Our Father. 

The deacon then exhorted those present by these words: 
““Let us be recollected in spirit !’’ The bishop turning to the peo- 
ple said, ‘“‘The Holy to the holy ones.’’ The people responded, 
“One is holy, one is the Lord, one Jesus Christ, glorified for the 
honor of the Father in eternity. Amen. Glory be to God on 
high and on earth peace to men of good will. Hosanna to the 
Son of David, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest!’’ Then the bishop communicated, after 
him the priests, the deacons, the sub-deacons and all the people. 
The priests distributed the consecrated bread, saying, ““The body 
of the Lord!’’ The communicant answering ‘‘Amen,’’ confessing 
his faith, The deacon presented the chalice saying the words, 
*‘The blood of Christ, the chalice of life.’’ Again the communi- 
cant responded, ‘‘Amen.’’ During the time that Holy Commun- 
ion was being distributed, the thirty-third psalm was sung which 
contains the words: ‘‘O taste, and see that the Lord is sweet. 
Fear the Lord all ye His saints; for there is no want to them 
that fear Him. The rich have wanted and have suffered hunger: 
but they that seek the Lord shall not be deprived of any good.”’ 


Che Holy Eucharist Laid in the Kollow of the Right Hand. 


The priest did not place the body of the Lord upon the tongue 
of the communicant, but in the hollow of the hand. The palm 
of the right hand was placed upon the left, forming a cross, and 
the Blessed Sacrament was thus received in the hollow of the 
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hand. The women received the Blessed Sacrament upon a cloth 
with which their hand was covered. Ina beautiful manner did 
St. Cyrill, bishop of Jerusalem, instruct the Christians how to 
deport themselves when approaching the holy table. He says: 
‘‘Do not approach with outstretched or flattened hands or ex- 
tended fingers, but with the left hand form, as it were, a throne 
upon which the right, which is to receive the King, may rest. 
Then in the hollow of your hand receive the body of Christ, say- 
ing at the same time, ‘Amen.’ Having cautiously applied the 
Sacred Body to your eyes to heal them, proceed to consume It. 
Take great care, however, that no particle thereof be lost.’’ 

As has been said, in the first three centuries every person 
assisting at the Holy Sacrifice was supposed to communicate. 
Had any one done otherwise it would have been considered an 
act of self-exclusion from the Christian community. When in 
the course of time some Christians, either through neglect or 
from other causes, wished to abstain from Holy Communion, it 
was deemed so improper, that it was forbidden under pain of ex- 


communication. 
Holy Mass Not Celebrated Daily. 


It was not customary in all places to celebrate Holy Mass 
daily. The persecutions seem to have been the cause of this re- 
striction, as we observe in the fourth century inthe East. Inthe 
church of St. Basil, Mass was celebrated only four times a week, 
Sunday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday; in many places of 
Egypt on Saturday and Sunday, and in Alexandria only on Sun- 
day. But the faithful in general could communicate daily 
even in those places, for they were permitted to take the Blessed 
Sacrament with them to their homes. 

According to general opinion, until the end of the third cent- 
ury the Blessed Sacrament was the daily bread of the children of 
God. In the third century the fourth petition of the Our Father, 
“Give us this day our daily bread,’’ was primarily understood to 
mean the bread of the most Holy Sacrament of the Altar, and 
Christians acted accordingly. 


The Time of Relaxation. 
(From the 4th to the 16th Century.) 


In the fourth century the Church regained exterior freedom 
and authority, under the reign of Constantine the Great. But 


the intimate union in grace of a great number of her children and 
their intimate union with Christ their head then ceased, and the 
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reception of Holy Communion became less frequent. This re- 
laxation began in the Eastern Church and the Western Church 
was likewise soon infected by it. It became customary to ap- 
proach the Table of the Lord only once a week, on Sunday. Until 
the time of Charlemagne many observed this custom and regarded 
it as a sacred duty. However, for a great many, even this was 
too much. They would rather have communicated but once a 
year or not at all. 

A synod held in the beginning of the sixth century (at Agde 
in the south of France in the year 506) found itself forced to the 
following decision: ‘““The laity who do not communicate at Christ- 
mas, Easter, and Pentecost, should not be considered Catholics.”’ 
In the course of time, there were many who could not be induced 
to a thrice yearly reception of the Holy Eucharist, and thus it 
came about that the Fourth Latern Council, in the year 1215, 
decreed, that all Catholics under pain of mortal sin, should be 
obliged to communicate once a year and that at Easter time. 
This decision has ever since remained in force. The Church was 
obliged to demand the yearly reception of the Holy Eucharist, 
because otherwise many would abstain altogether from this nour- 
ishment of souls. 

Even Religious. 

Even among religious orders Communion became less fre- 
quent. The sons of St. Benedict continued to communicate once 
a week. The Dominican nuns, fifteen times a year, if they had a 
confessor who was willing to hear their confessions that often. 
By the rule of St. Francis of Assisi, the Poor Clares were not re- 
quested to communicate more than six times a year; the same 
may have been the custom among the Franciscans in general. 
The lay-brothers of St. Dominic kept the rule to communicate 
four times a year. The constitutions of St. Bridget (died 1373), 
commanded the nuns to approach the Table of the Lord five 
times a year. 

Che Saints. 

When the detrimental custom of receiving the Blessed Sac- 
rament so seldom had become general, a more frequent reception 
of Holy Communion was considered unnecessary. The confessor 
of St. Louis, king of France (died 1270), permitted him to go to 
Holy Communion but six times a year. And this was considered 
as a very frequent reception of the Blessed Sacrament. St. Louis 
of Toulouse (died 1297) was permitted to go to Communion only 
on the principal festivals, St. Elizabeth of Portugal (died 1336) 
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only three times a year, and St Lidwina of Schiedam in Holland 
(died 1443) but once a year. Only after many entreaties she was 
allowed to refresh herself in her great sufferings five or six times 
a year. At the end of her life she received Holy Communion 
once a fortnight, but this was looked upon as something alto- 
gether extraordinary. 

More Correct Views. 


But it would be false to imagine, that the correct views with 
regard to the frequent reception of the Holy Sacraments had 
been lost entirely. When the Bulgarians asked Pope Nicholas I. 
(858—867), if they could approach the holy table daily during 
Lent, the Pope replied, ‘‘That this may be, we beg of God with 
all our heart, and earnestly exhort you to it.’’ The synod held 
at Aachen in 836 declares: ‘‘Truly, Holy Communion should be 
celebrated every Sunday. The custom of these later times needs 
reform.’’ The Benedictine Abbot Walafried Strabo (died 840), 
in his instructions about ecclesiastical affairs (Chap. 20) says, 
when our souls are free from mortal sin, we should communicate 
daily, because Christians in the time of the Apostles did so. St. 
Thomas (died 1274) writes in his renowned Summa Theologie : 
‘*As corporal food is taken daily, so it is also praiseworthy, to 
receive the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar daily.’’ It was cus- 
tomary in the convent of St. Gertrude (died 1302) to receive 
Holy Communion very frequently. St. Catherine of Siena (died 
1380), St. Vincent Ferrer (died 1419), the Mystic Eckhart 
(died 1329), Tauler (died 1361), and Savonarolo (died 1498), 
most urgently recommended frequent Communion and in many 
places with great success. But, alas, we must admit, that in 
general, towards the close of the Middle Ages to approach the 
Sacraments once a year was the prevailing custom. 


<) 


(Continued. ) 


Fine Rosaries. 


Mother of Pearl beads, gold chain and cross, 16 in. long: $1.00; 
18 in. long, larger beads: $1.50; better quality: $2.50. 

Imitation Stone rosaries in Amethyst, Topaz, Jet, ete., at $1.75, 
$2.00, $2.50 and $3.00 each. 

Black Cocoa beads, silver chain and eross, 90 cents. Well 
chained cocoa rosaries, for ordinary use, at 30, 40 and 50 cents 
each, according to size and quality. 


All rosaries, after being purchased, will be blessed with the Dominican, 
Crozier, Bridgetine and Papal Indulgences. 
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Che Priestly UVestments. 





EVERENCE towards God and His service requires, that 
during the most sublime of divine services, the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, the priest should be vested differ- 
ently than with the clothing he otherwise wears. Even 

the pagans and Jews dared not celebrate their services in ordinary 

clothing, how much less could we Christians do so, since our 
services are infinitely more holy and sublime than that of the 
pagans and Jews. 

We read in Holy Scripture that according to God’s ordinance, 
the Jewish priests were to be clothed for divine service, in a spe- 
cial vestment, of the material, form and color prescribed. Thus 
spoke the Lord to Moses: ‘‘And these shall be the vestments 
that they shall make: A rational and an ephod, a tunic and a 
narrow linen garment, a mitre and a girdle. They shall make 
the holy vestments for thy brother Aaron and his sons, that they 
may do the office of priesthood unto me. And they shall take 
gold, and violet, and purple, and scarlet twice dyed, and fine 
linen’’ (Exod. 28. 4. 5). 

That also in our holy Church a special manner of vestment 
had always been used for the celebration of holy Mass, is told us 
in the writings of St. Jerome (died 420), in which he says: “‘Re- 
ligion has one kind of vestment for the service of the altar, and 
another kind for ordinary life; through this we are taught to ap- 
proach the sanctuary with a pure heart.’’ Asa particular kind 
of vestment had been used for divine services since the time of 
the first Christians, the council of Trent rightly declares that the 
custom of using sacerdotal vestments dates from apostolic times. 

We will proceed to enumerate and explain the vestments, 
with which the priest is clothed when he offers the Holy Sacrifice : 

1. The humerale or amice, which the priest passes over his 
head and places around his neck, represents the linen cloth where- 
with in the house of Caiphas, the Jews covered Christ’s counte- 
nance, bidding Him in derision: ‘‘Prophesy unto us, O Christ, 
who is it that struck Thee ?’’ 

2. The alb, a long white linen gown reaching to the feet, 
with sleeves, represents the white garment in which Christ was 
clothed in mockery in the house of Herod. 

3. The cincture or linen girdle with which the priest girds 
himself, represents the cords wherewith Christ was bound in the 
Garden of Olives by the Jews. 





——— 
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4. The maniple, hanging upon the priest’s left arm like a 
small stole, the lower parts of which are fastened together, rep- 
resents the bonds with which Christ’s hands were tied. 

5. The stole, a long band about a hand’s breadth in width, 
which is placed around the neck of the priest and crossed upon 
his breast, represents the chains laid upon Our Lord after He 
was sentenced to death. 

6. The chasuble, was originally a long, full mantle, closed 
on all sides, with only an opening for the head, which enveloped 
the priest from head to foot. Later on, for the sake of conveni- 
ence, it was opened and cut out at the sides and thus attained its 
present form. The chasuble represents the purple robe where- 
with the impious soldiers clothed Our Lord in derision at the 
crowning with thorns. The cross upon the chasuble represents 
the cross to which Christ was nailed. 

7. The biretta, a head-gear in the form of a small hat cov- 
ered with black silk, velvet, or woolen cloth, with which the priest 
covers his head when going to the altar or leaving it, represents 
his authority and dignity in the Church. The biretta reminds 
the priest of the thorns with which the head of Christ was crowned. 


The Church Colors. 

You have noticed, dear reader, that the priestly vestments 
often vary in color, that the priest at Mass sometimes wears a 
white vestment, again one of a red, a green or a violet or black 
color. These colors of the vestments havea significant meaning. 
fe The white color, the color of light, is a symbol of joy and ; 
innocence. The priest wears white vestments on the feasts of 
Our Lord, who is the fountain of light and the cause of our joy, 
that is, at Christmas, Epiphany, and Easter, on Corpus Christi 
and the feast of the dedication of churches; on all feasts of the 
Blessed Virgin, who brought forth for us, Jesus Christ, the Light 
of the world, and on account of her immaculate purity and sanc- 
tity is the Queen of Virgins; on the feast of the angels, who dwell 
in perpetual light, on the feasts of the saints who were not mar- 
tyrs and on the feast of All Saints. 

The red color, the color of fire and blood, signifies the love 
of God and the love of the neighbor, and hence it is used on 
Pentecost and at all votive Masses of the Holy Ghost, who en- 
kindles the flame of divine love in our hearts. It is also used on 
the feasts of the martyrs, who shed their blood for the love of 
God, and on those days when the passion or cross of Our Lord 
or some instrument of His passion is commemorated. 
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The green color is the symbol of our hope and desire for a 
better and happier state in the next life. We expect the same 
through Jesus Christ and by the practice of faith, hope and charity; 
the green color is only used on Sundays after Pentecost till Advent 
and only on those Sundays on which no feast of a saint is 
celebrated. 

Violet is the color of the Church for the penitential seasons, 
that is for Advent and for Lent counting from the Sunday Sep- 
tuagesima, and for the vigils and ember days. The violet color 
is also used when the sacrament of penance is administered and 
at rogation processions. The feasts occurring during Advent and 
Lent are an exception, as the priest wears the color peculiar to 
the feast, but on the Sundays of Advent and Lent, and during 
holy week the violet color is always used. 

Black isthe color of mourning. The priest wears black vest- 
ments on All Souls’ Day and at burials, at all Requiem Masses 
and on the death-day of our Savior, Good Friday, as a sign of 
sorrow and deep grief for our sins, which had nailed the Son of 
God to the cross. 


er 


Che Little Missionary. 





Nacity of France, a poor rag-picker lay dying. He be- 
f| longed to that class of humanity whose life is one contin- 
uous struggle with adversities, sufferings and trials and 
who are the more indifferent in the service of God and the 
Church, the more defective their education had been, and the 
rougher their path in Jife. No one was concerned about the sick 
man, except the child of a neighbor, a little girl of seven years, 
who seemed attached to him. Day after day the child came to 
see the poor man, and tried in every possible way to render him 
assistance. One day the little girl came into the rag-picker’s 
room, and seating herself at his bedside, occupied herself with 
some crocheting, while her mind was evidently busy making all 
sorts of plans. 

After a few moments of silence, the patient cried out, ‘‘O 
God, my God, if only I could get well again !’’ 

‘“*Poor man,”’ replied the little girl, “‘you will never get well 
anymore.”’ 

“‘Do you believe that my child ?’’—‘‘Certainly, I heard the 
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doctor tell my aunt about it.’-—‘‘What did he say?’’ anxiously 
asked the sick man, raising himself from his wretched pallet. 
“Oh, he said to give you anything that you wish, as you could 
not live more than a week.”’ 

“My God !’? groaned the man, falling back on his bed, 
weeping. 

‘“‘But why are you so worried about death?’’ asked the little 
nurse, bending over him and wiping the tears from his face, 

“‘O my God, it is so sad to die!’’—'‘Not at all, my poor 
man! You will behold God seated upon His throne. He will 
judge you according to how you have lived here on earth. If 
you always have been good, you can go right straight to heaven 
where you will be given a beautiful place among the saints; if 
you have done anything that was not right you will go to purga- 
tory. But I will pray for you that you may soon be delivered. 
But if you have committed great sins, you would be condemned 
to hell, and there it is terrible.’’ 

‘‘My child who told you all this?’’—‘‘The good Sister at 
school. She also said that if anyone becomes very sick, a priest 
4 should be called, that the sick person can receive extreme unc- 
tion.’’—*‘What is that ?”’—‘*Why don’t you know ?’’—“‘‘Alas, no; 
in my days I had nochance to learn about such things.’’—‘‘Then 
I will tell you. Extreme unction is a sacrament which helps us 
to die well; the priest administers it. Shall I call one?’’—‘‘But 
is it certain that I must die?’’—*‘Indeed, for the doctor said so. 
You must call for a priest and confess to him all your sins, the 
great and the small; he will give you absolution, then all the 
guilt of your sins will be taken away. After that the priest will 
take holy oil, and make the sign of the cross on your head, hands 
and feet, at the same time begging God to let you get well again. 
It is possible that God will do so, but if it is His will that you 
should die, the priest also prays that you may be taken directly 
into heaven. Now do you see that it is well to have the priest 
come ?”’ 

The same afternoon the poor rag-picker called the little mis- 
sionary to his bed-side and said to her, ‘“Get me a priest, for I 
feel that I cannot live much longer.’-—Who was happier than 
the little girl? No one but the poor sick man himself, whose 
guilty soul had been unburdened, and hopefully looked forward 
to the end. 
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Christmas During the Reign of Terror. 





It was during the year 1793. The Revolution was filling every 
city and village of France with bloodshed and terror. Christmas 
night had come, and the inhabitants of a small town in Brittany 
had determined to have their Christmas Mass. Their churches 
had been desecrated, so they were forced to prepare a barn in 
which to offer the Holy Sacrifice. They covered the sides with 
fine linen and decorated them with shining holly berries. A rus- 
tic table was used for an altar. Here at midnight, came priest 
and people, to celebrate the mystery of God made man. Like 
the shepherds, they came to worship in a stabie, the Divine Babe 
of Bethlehem. 

Death would be the penalty of their act if they were discov- 
ered, but this did not appal them. The venerable priest was a 
confessor of the Faith. Only a few days before he had been de- 
livered up to the executioners, but by a miracle, as it were, he 
had been saved from death. Amid tears and sobs the Holy Sac- 
rifice went on, and at the communion every one approached the 
altar to receive his Savior and his God, and thus carrying Him in 
their hearts they returned to their homes rejoicing, and ready to 
die for Him if it was His holy will. 

‘I have celebrated this holy feast,’’ said one who was pres- 
ent at this midnight Mass, ‘‘in the lofty cathedrals of Europe, 
and even under the dome of St. Peter’s, but never has the Holy 
Sacrifice been to me so solemn, or made so deep an impression 
upon me, as that Christmas Mass in a stable. 


It is certain that every person (being in the state of sanctify- 
ing grace) who assists at holy Mass with some devotion, will 
always merit an additional degree of eternal glory. As anyone 
ascending a stairway mounts higher with every step, so does he 
who assists the Holy Sacrifice, ascend a degree higher in heaven 
with each holy Mass. P. Cochem. 
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Che Grotto and Crib of Bethlehem in the Course of Centuries. 





A chapel was erected in the first century, over the grotto in 
which Our Savior was born. Above and around this chapel Con- 
stantine afterwards built a church of considerable size. About the 
year 550, Justinianus, one of the eastern emperors, had this 
church torn down and a very costly and beautiful one built upon 
the sacred spot. This edifice is still standing. Near the high 
altar, a winding-stair leads down to the grotto where Our Savior 
was born. The precise spot is marked by a stone, bearing the 
inscription, ‘‘Here Christ was born of the Virgin Mary.’’ Lead- 
ing out of the large cave is a passage to several others, in the 
largest of which St. Jerome dwelt when writing his explanation 
of the Scriptures. A Franciscan convent is now attached to this 
church. 

The cradle of Our Savior—the identical crib in which the 
Infant Jesus was laid—was for a time preserved in Bethlehem, 
it is well known that St. Jerome, St. Paula and others had always 
entertained the greatest devotion for this sanctuary. Subse- 
quently the crib and a few pieces of rock from the cave at Beth- 
lehem were brought to Rome. Some have asserted, the transfer 
was made in the year 353, but the learned Pope Benedict XVI. 
proved that it was not until the seventh century, at the time that 
the Saracens had taken possession of Jerusalem, in the year 653. 
In conformity with this it is said by Cardinal Baronius that in 
the year 653 St. Jerome, who was buried in Bethlehem, appeared 
three times to a pious monk there, telling him to carry the crib 
and his remains to Rome, which he accordingly did. 

The crib, considered one of the most precious relics of the 
city of Rome, is now kept in the magnificent basilica of Santa 
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Maria Maggiore, also known by the titles of Our Lady of the 
Snow, and Our Lady of the Crib. To the right of the main altar 
is a beautiful and spacious chapel built by Pope Sixtus V. in the 
year 1586 in honor of our Savior’s crib. In the center, directly 
underneath the cupola, is a spacious altar where the Blessed 
Sacrament reposes. On both sides of the altar are two stairways 
of stone leading to a little chapel, called the Chapel of the Crib. 

Formerly the holy crib was taken here, but now only a few 
pieces remain on the altar. The main part of the crib is pre- 
served in another side chapel, enclosed in a magnificent reliquary, 
surrounded by a gilt iron railing. Every year, on Christmas 
night, these relics used to be carried in solemn procession to the 
main altar of the church, where they remained during three days 
for public veneration. Old and young, beggars and princes, 
might be seen during these days, like the shepherds and kings of 
old in Bethlehem, hastening to Santa Maria Maggiore to visit the 
holy crib. 
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Mother most Amiable. 





Look at the Picture on the first page. Have you ever 
seen a more charming picture of the Blessed Virgin with 
the Divine Child? Mary is truly represented here as a 
mother most amiable. So beautiful a picture should find 
a place in every household. The engraving on the first 
page is only a small representation of the larger and still 
more beautiful picture which we will send to you, postpaid, 
for 40 ets. Size of pictures including margin, 18 x 29 in. 


The picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on the last 
page is also very handsome and inviting. It is about the same 
size as the above mentioned picture of the Virgin and Child, 
and is likewise 40 cts. Price of both together only 70 cts. 


— 
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Blessed Marie Vianney Never Wearied of Speaking 
about the Blessed Sacrament. 








Is simple words penetrated the hearts of his hearers, often 
as fiery darts and again as a gentle dew. His discourses 
about the Most Holy Sacrament especially were inspir- 
ing. The Most Holy Eucharist was his life, his love, his 

strength, his consolation, his all. When once he had begun to 
speak of this Adorable Mystery, it was almost impossible for him 
to conclude his instructions. 

“‘O my children, how beautiful will a soul be in eternity that 
has worthily and often received the good God! The body of 
Our Lord will shine through our body, His adorable blood 
through our blood; our soul will be united to the soul of Our 
Lord during all eternity. There it will enjoy pure and perfect 
happiness. My children, when the soul of a Christian who has 

, received Our Lord enters paradise, it augments the joy of heaven. 

\ The angels and the Queen of Angels come to meet it, because 
they recognize the Son of God in that soul. Then will that soul 
be rewarded for the pains and sacrifices it had endured in its 
life on earth. My children, we know when a soul has worthi- 
ly received the sacrament of the Eucharist, it is so drowned in 
love, so penetrated and changed, that it is no longer to be recog- 
nized in its words or its actions....It is humble, it is gentle, it is 
mortified, charitable, and modest; it is at peace with every one. 
It is a soul capable of the greatest sacrifices; in short, you would 
not know it again.”’ 

Spiritual Communion. 


“If we are deprived of sacramental Communion, let us re- 
place it, as far as we can, by spiritual Communion, which we can 
make every moment; for we ought to have always a burning 
desire to receive the good God. Communion is to the soul like 
blowing a fire that is beginning to go out, but that has still plenty 
of hot embers; we blow, and the fire burns again. After the re- 
ception of the sacraments, when we feel ourselves slacken in the 
love of God, let us have recourse at once to spiritual Communion. 
When we cannot come to church, let us turn towards the taber- 
nacle: a wall cannot separate us from the good God. Wecan 
receive the good God only once a day; a soul on fire with love 
supplies for this by the desire to receive Him every moment. 

‘“‘O man, how great thou art! fed with the body and blood 











Che Blessed John Maria Vianney, Cure of Ars. 
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of a God! It is heaven upon earth: there are no more troubles, 
no more crosses! When you have the happiness of having re- 
ceived the good God, you feel a joy, a sweetness in your heart 
for some moments. Pure souls feel it always, and in this union 
consists their strength and their happiness.”’ 


A Sure Sign. 


The holy Curé asserted with St. Bernard, that it is a sure 
sign of reprobation, to have no devotion to the body and blood 
of Christ. He applied to the Most Blessed Sacrament the most 
tender and endearing titles. His heart was filled with gratitude, 
love and happiness, when he spoke of It, his eyes sparkled, his 
countenance became radiant, and his voice was often choked 
with tears. “‘O my children,’’ he exclaimed, “‘what is this Sac- 
rament of Love! Our dear Lord has there a heart only to love 
us; streams of mercy and kindness flow forth from Him, in order 





to blot out the sins of the world.’’—He called Holy Communion 
‘“‘a bath of love.’’ ‘As often as we communicate,’’ he said, 
“our soul is bathed in love, as a bee in the fragrance of the 
flower.”’ 


The Holy Cure and His Wonderful Discourses. 


What is more noble and sublime, more acceptable to God 
and man, than a good, devout priest. He is, indeed, another 
Christ, who performs the deeds which Christ performed on earth. 

Let us but call to mind the Blessed Curé of Ars. Hundreds 
and thousands of souls he snatched from the clutches of Satan 
and from everlasting perdition; to hundreds and thousands did 
he point out the way of salvation. To see the holy Curé of Ars, 
to make their confession to him, to listen to his discourses, was 
for numberless souls an occasion of sweetest recollection, and 
the cause of their salvation. 

The holy Curé spoke with wonderful simplicity. A child 
could easily understand him, yet what depth and wealth of 
thought his words conveyed. What a lasting impression was 
left upon his audience by his pathetic words, penetrated, as they 
were, by the spirit of God! His hearers always left his presence 
strengthened, edified, and filled with the love of God. 

Fortunately, many of the beautiful instructions and exhor- 
tations of this zealous priest have been transmitted to posterity. 
As we know of no book, that would accomplish more good in a 
Christian family, we have published a great number of his dis- 
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courses in book form. Many letters have been received by us 
from priests and laity, who highly praise and recommend the 
book, and express the desire to see it hold a distinguished place 
in every Catholic family. Numberless persons will be grateful 
their life long for having had this precious little book placed into 
their youthful hands. 





f English Edition, bound in eloth, $0.35 
i White binding, with gilt edges, suitable for a present, -60 
ee, German edition, bound in eloth, .30 
¥ White binding, with gilt edges, -55 
i wm 


; Looking at the Sacred Rost. 





The Roman congregation of indulgences according to a re- 
script of May 18, 1907, granted an indulgence of seven years and 
seven quarantines for devoutly looking at the Sacred Host during 1 
the elevation or when It is exposed in the monstrance, and at the 
same time, with love and faith, pronouncing the words: “‘My 
: Lord and my God.’’ By doing this daily for a week, a plenary 
< indulgence can be gained after receiving the Holy Eucharist. 
In granting these indulgences the Holy Father has opened 
for us a source of richest merit. It is a universal custom to bow 
Ph low the head during the consecration. Many refrain from looking 
at the Sacred Host or chalice, fearing lest they might become 
a guilty of disrespect. Although this manner of acting shows a 
a good intention, nevertheless, it is not praiseworthy, and is con- 
, trary to the will of the holy Church, desiring that we, too, gaze at 
, the Sacred Host. Otherwise what would be the object of the 
4 Church, in making it a duty for the priest to elevate the Sacred 
4; Host high enough that It can be seen by all. 

How pleasing it is to Our Lord if we look at Him in the 
Sacred Host, was revealed to St. Gertrude. Our Lord assured 
her that as often as a person devoutly looks at the Sacred Host 
or the body of Jesus Christ concealed under the sacramental 
species, He would add an additional degree to the glory that a- 
waited him in heaven; moreover, when he attained the beatific 
: vision, he would enjoy special delights in accordance with the 
° number of times he lovingly directed his glance at the Sacred 
Host. If it should be impossible for one to see the Sacred Host 
the desire and longing to do so would suffice. 
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What happiness for a pious soul, when the Sacred Host is 
exposed in the monstrance! What numberless merits can she 
not obtain by often raising her eyes to her Lord and exclaiming 
interiorly ; “‘My Lord and my God!’’ This act of faith and love 
greatly delights Our Savior. To one of His beloved spouses He 
said, that He had an ardent desire to be known and loved in this 
holy Sacrament by all mankind. Let us satisfy the longing of 
the love-glowing heart of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, by 
often repeating with faith, love, and confidence: ‘‘My Lord and 
my God,’’ and ‘‘Praised and adored be the divine heart of Jesus 
in the most Blessed Sacrament,’’ or ‘‘Eucharistic heart of Jesus, 
have mercy on us.’’ 

mez 


Che Eucharistic Miracle of Manzeneda. 





For the following account we are indebted to the journal 
Luz de Astorga. The miracle took place in 1896 during a mission 
given at the church of St. Martin in Manzeneda, Spain. 

It was April 20th, the evening on which the solemn act of 
reparation to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament was to be made. 
Despite the zeal of the Redemptorist Fathers, who had charge of 
the mission, the people had responded but indifferently; only the 
children seemed fervent and devout. But on this particular even- 
ing, a large crowd had assembled, principally perhaps to witness 
the grand illumination for which extensive preparations had 
been made. 

Father Mariscal, one of the missionaries, had just finished 
the sermon, and had already begun the act of reparation in the 
pulpit, when suddenly the whole congregation arose, as though 
everyone trying to see something that was going on at the altar. 
The priest asked the people to kneel down again, and the act 
proceeded. 

Just then a child of seven years was heard saying to her 
mother, “‘I want to see the child! I want to see the child!”’ 

At this moment the missionary was repeating the words of Isaias: 
‘All day long, I hold out my arms to my people who believe me 
not, and who constantly contradict me.’’ 

Not only the children who were present, but also grown peo- 
ple, among them the pastor, Rev. Pedro Rodriguez, declared that 
they saw on the altar, in place of the Sacred Host, a most beau- 
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tiful child, about seven or eight years old. He wore a white 
tunic, and his arms were extended as if to embrace the people. 
be One little girl, Louise Ariaz, said that she saw in the Child’s side 
M a large wound, to which He held His right hand, as if to stop the 
* blood from flowing. Father Rodriguez, who was celebrant, saw 
the Child Jesus issuing from the Sacred Host, His arms raised in 





. the form of a cross, His breast open and His divine heart visible 
os through the wound in His side. The pastor was ready to testify 
¢ to what he had seen by a solemn oath. 

By Kneeling at the foot of the altar, this good priest, overcome 


with emotion, dared not to touch the Sacred Species when the 
moment arrived for removing the Host from the ostensorium. 
a Presently, the Sacred Host as if animated, escaped from the crys- 
tal of the ostensorium, and re-entered the tabernacle. 

The labors of the missionaries were no longer fruitless. The 
. crowds who before had turned a deaf ear to their exhortations 
had become animated with an ardent zeal, and hastened to make 
acts of reparation and atonement to their Eucharistic God. Even 
the neighboring parishes, hearing of the miracle, flocked thither 
to receive the Sacraments in the church of St. Martin, where 
5 Our Lord had deigned to manifest Himself in such a wonderful 
manner. The Holy Communions at the close of the mission 
lasted from 6 o’clock until 9 :30 A. M. 
be In remembrance of this wonderful occurrence, there was 
i attached to the Mission Cross, a representation of the Child Jesus 
b with arms extended, and below a gilt chalice encircled by rays. 
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Value of a Good Tntention. 





St. Mary Magdelen de Pazzi in ecstacy, saw one of her 
sisters, who had died a short time before, in great glory in hea- 
ven. Full of joy at this sight, she exclaimed, ‘‘Oh, how happy 
art thou, because thou didst so well understand to conceal the 
hidden treasure. Had the Eternal Word looked upon thy works 
only, He would have found little worthy of reward, for thy time 
was too short to labor much. But, O infinite goodness of my 
", God, which rewards every thought, every word and every desire. 
Great were thy actions and of everlasting duration, for they were 
done in a pure intention. Oh, how great is the value of this inte- 
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rior intention and how little isit understood. A single interior 
action (that is, an action done with a good and pure intention} 
is of more value than a thousand mere exterior acts.’’ 

The same Saint furthermore says: ‘Never desire to please 
man, nor to be honored by anyone; look only to God whose hon-- 
or alone thou shouldst seek in all thy actions.’’ 

“*‘He who performs all his actions solely for God’s honor, wilk 
go directly to heaven, without enduring the pains of purgatory.’’ 

‘Our reward in heaven will be according to the degree of 
purity of our intention.’’ 

‘“Seek and desire nothing than the accomplishment of God’s 
will; for I believe that this practice will enable a soul to attain. 
perfection and eternal salvation.”’ 

‘This pure intention of doing the will of God, has the power 
to sanctify all our works.”’ 

“‘Accept everything that comes to thee from the hands of 
God, whether sickness or ought else, and consider that God now 
asks this from thee.’’ 

*‘Should tribulations come upon thee, be careful not to attri-- 
bute them to any other source than to the will of God.”’ 

All these beautiful sayings are taken from the writings of St. 
Mary Magdalen de Pazzi. Dear reader, if you wish to havea 
most instructive booklet regarding: Conformity to the will of 
God, inform us. 

The price of this booklet, containing 64 pages, is but 5 cts. 
a copy. 


Couching Tncidents of Fealty towards the Holy Father. 





A poor woman of Lyons had a hen, which daily laid an egg. 
She sold the eggs and gave the proceeds for Peter’s pence. It 
then happened that her hen was killed. After that the woman. 
went daily to the timber, gathered a bundle of twigs and gave the 
proceeds for the same purpose. Later on she took sick and was. 
no longer able to go to the woods. A neighbor daily brought her 
a glass of wine. The sick woman each time poured the wine into. 
a bottle, and when it was filled, sold the wine, and again gave the 
proceeds for the Holy Father. 


The Time when Pius TX. Wept. 


The celebrated speaker, Abbe Bauer, related during his pres— 
ence in Vienna, the following touching experience : 
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‘Four years ago, when making my first pilgrimage to Rome, 
there came to me shortly before my journey, a poor peasant 
woman from the eastern province of France, and giving me a 
sum of money, begged me to hand it to the Holy Father. 

Much astonished that a woman of the lower class should 
have so large a sum of money to dispose of, I could not refrain 
from asking how she came in possession of same.... ‘“Well,’’ she 
simply answered, “‘I saved it.’’.... “‘How old are you?”’.... “‘I 
do not know exactly; I can not read, but think that I am past 
fifty years.’’.... ‘‘How long did it take you to save this amount ?”’ 
.... Oh, along time; I have been working for strangers since I 
was eleven years old.’’.... ‘And this money, my good woman, 
for which you have worked a lifetime, earned amidst humiliations, 
cares and sorrows,.... what had you intended doing with it be- 
fore you knew that the Holy Father was being so oppressed?’’.... 
“I had intended using it for a support in my old days.’’.... “‘And 
what will you do now?’’.... ““Work’’.... ‘“And if you should get 
sick?’’.... ‘Then I will go to the Hospital.’’ 

‘‘When I related this story to the Holy Father, and raising 
my eyes to him at the last words, I beheld on his countenance.... 
where the terrors of the revolution, the threats of kings had called 
forth no sign of weakness or discouragement.... I beheld two 
large tears glisten. Pius IX. seized his ring, the ring of the fish- 
erman, and placing it upon the alms of the peasant woman said, 
“It were that I no longer had any bread to eat, if I touched 
this sacred gift.’’ In such a manner does the Holy Father regard 
the pious contributions of the poor.’’ 


The Great Chief of Prayer. 


Years ago Indians of North America sent the Holy Father, 
Pius IX. a letter with the following contents : 

‘To our great father, the great chief of prayer, living in the 
holy village, called Rome. A long time we have been wanting 
to write to you, but how was our letter to reach you? We wish 
to tell you that we love you. How could we love Jesus and de- 
spise you? Wecertainly do love you. Your sorrow ‘is also our 
sorrow. Oh, that we could be nearer to you! Weare poor. If 
we had money, we would send it toYou. Instead, we send you 
our hearts. We are now again going to our hunting-grounds. 
Wecarry with us your likeness which we received from the black- 
robe. Your memory is engraved in our hearts. We have nothing 
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more to say. Bless us, we all lie prostrate before you. Our last 
word is: We love you!”’ 

As our love to the Blessed Virgin, so also is our love to the 
holy Church and to the Holy Father, a sign of predestination. 
In the same degree that we love the pope, do we love the Holy 


Ghost. 
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Che Blue Scapular. 





For the blue scapular we have to be grateful in the first place 
to the Infant Jesus. While absorbed in fervent prayer for the 
conversion of sinners on the feast of the Purification, the Queen 
of Heaven appeared to the Venerable Ursula Benincasa, holding 
the Divine Infant in her arms. She was clothed in robes of 
white, over which she wore another garment of a blue color, and 
was surrounded by a band of virgins all arrayed in a similar man- 
ner. Then the Divine Child made known to Venerable Ursula, 
that it was His wish that she should found a convent, under the 
title of the Immaculate Conception, wherein were to live in soli- 
tude and seclusion, three and thirty nuns, clad like His Mother. 
He likewise promised special graces to all those who, clothed in 
this habit, should serve His Mother faithfully. 

Ursula then besought Our Lord to deign to extend these fa- 
vors to those who, though living in the world, should have a 
special devotion to the august Virgin conceived without sin, ob- 
serving chastity according to their state, and wearing the blue 
scapular. Asan assurrance that her prayer had been heard, she 
beheld a multitude of angels holding in their hands a great num- 
ber of these scapulars, which they distributed over the entire 
earth. 

But what makes the blue scapular especially desirable to our 
readers and to all friends of the holy souls, is the great number of 
plenary indulgences, which can be gained, viz: 

All persons wearing the blue scapular can gain all the indul- 
gences of the seven basilicas of Rome, the church of Portiuncula, 
and St. James Compostella in Spain, and of the Holy Land, as 
often as they say six Our Fathers, six Hail Marys, and six Glory 
be to etc. in honor of the most Holy Trinity and of Mary con- 
ceived without sin, for the exaltation of holy Church, the extir- 
pation of heresy, peace to Christian potentates, etc. (Pius IX. 
April 16, 1856.) 
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Che Monk and the Chief. 


(From the Writings of St. Greogory the Great.) 





In the Monastery of Fondi, writes this great doctor, there 
‘was a monk of extraordinary virtue, who had charge of the gar- 
den. Nowa thief often climbed over the high fence of the garden 
and secretly stole vegetables. The brother then planted some 
vegetables in secreted spots, but they were always either crushed 
beneath the footsteps of the intruder, or plundered. 

Then he searched around till he found the place where the 
thief had contrived to enter. As he walked on further he saw a 
serpent, which he commanded, saying, ‘‘Follow me.’’ Coming 
to the path by which the thief entered, he said to the serpent, 
‘In the name of Jesus I command thee to watch at this place and 
not permit the thief again to enter here.’’ The reptile at once 
stretched itself across the path and the monk returned to his 
cell. While the brethren were taking their repose together at 
midday, the thief came as usual and climbed over the fence. No 
sooner had he placed his foot in the garden than he saw the ser- 
pent stretched full length in his path, and frightened, he drew 
back. But his foot became fastened in a pale of the fence and the 
poor fellow was obliged to hang there. 

At the accustomed hour the brother came into the garden and 
found the thief hanging by his foot on the fence. Then he said to 
the serpent, ‘Thou hast fulfilled my command, withdraw.’’ And 
the serpent immediately crawled away. To the thief he said, 
‘what has happened to thee, my brother, behold God hath deliv- 
ered thee over to me, how darest thou so often steal of the breth- 
ren’s labor?’’ With these words he loosened the foot and released 
the man from his uncomfortable position. Then he led him to 
the garden gate where with great kindness, he gave him the vege- 
tables which the latter had intended to steal. ‘‘Go now,”’’ said 
the brother, ‘‘and do not steal anymore, but if you are in need, 
come here to me and I will gladly give you what you would ap- 
propriate in a sinful manner.”’ 
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WANTED: A first-class farm-hand who thoroughly under- 
stands all kinds of farm work and is careful in the use of horses. 
Yearly wages $400.00. Recommendation of the pastor desired. 

Address: Sister M. Joseph, 

BENEDICTINE CONVENT, CLYDE, MO. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 








Here we wish toremark, that private revelations, according to the decrees of 
Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church has 
not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 








The Poor Souls Suffer Willingly and therefore Joyfully. 





Suffering is not truly an evil, is not unbearable, except when 
it is against our will. Willingly accepted, in resignation to the 
will of God, it is no evil, but a great good that we should purchase 
at the price of all the goods of this world. 

As witnesses to this truth we need but adduce the martyrs 
and confessors of our holy Faith. What was it that enabled them 
to endure for years the horrors of their dark and pestilential 
dungeon? To shed their blood amid such horrible tortures? To 
kiss those burning coals and place them as a precious diadem 
upon their heads? To embrace the gallows as the ladder lead- 
ing to God? To incite the tiger and the lion to tear them 
to pieces? To cast themselves upon the funeral pile, without 
hesitation, without awaiting the services of the executioner? 
What was it, we ask, that inspired them to such superhuman 
actions? What was it that, in the midst of tortures, kindled 
a smile on the faces of tender maidens, enabled them to welcome 
death, the palm-bearer of virginity and of martyrdom? There is 
but one answer to this question. It was their willing acceptance, 
their desire for these tortures, a desire which originated from the 
fire of divine love which burned with such surprising brightness. 
in their hearts. 
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Now the poor souls in purgatory, though exiled from heav- 
en, yet love God with all the strength of their hearts. The 
sufferings, which they must undergo in their fiery prison, terrible 
though they are, are still for them a source of great joy. They 
look upon God as a benefactor who purifies them as gold in the 
furnace till they are worthy to be admitted to His glory. Never 
does a patient, covered though he be with blood and writhing 
under the pain of his wounds, never does he for a moment think 
of being angry with his surgeon. On the contrary he is filled 
with gratitude, knowing that the latter only cuts to heal, only 
inflicts pain to save life. 

What, then, thinkest thou is the language used by the souls 
that dwell in this mansion of fire. Listen. ‘‘Sweet austerity of 
heaven, deign to purify us poor creatures, who have so often de- 
served the punishment of the reprobate. Chastise us in thy 
goodness, O Heavenly Father, till instead of Thy wicked servants 
we become Thy true children. How great Thy condescension, O 
Infinite Justice, to cleanse by Thine own hand souls so unworthy 
of Thy love. Strike us, O Lord, burn us, as long as Thou wilt; 
it is but just. Thou art our Creator and our Redeemer, our 
Father and our All, Thou art the love of our love, and what Thou 
dost is ever for the good. Surpassingly happy are we, to be pun- 
ished by so kind a hand.’’ Do they speak as they feel? 

Isaac was about to be sacrificed by the hand of his father,— 
the sword already gleamed above his head. But virtuous and hero- 
ic son that he was, he seemed to have neither tongue to avert, nor 
feet to flee from, nor even eyes to behold his misfortune. Only 
a heart he had and his life to offer on the altar of obedience. Die 
he might, but his funeral pile would be that of the phoenix, which 
rises from its ashes stronger and more beautiful than ever. 

And the poor souls—are they, perhaps, less devoted to the 
will of God than Isaac to the command of his father. Impossible. 
Willingly, then, and joyfully do they bear their seemingly un- 


bearable torments. ‘‘Heaven,’’ St. Catherine of Sienna tells us 
“‘would be intolerable for the poor souls as long as they are in 
the least unclean.’’ But even if this were not so, even if they 


could be happy in heaven, yet so gladly do they suffer, that though 
a thousand doors stood open, not one among them would leave 
its place of torments before paying to the last farthing the debt it 
owes to God’s justice. 
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St. Lidwina and the Priest. 





The infinite mercy of our Heavenly Father must be the firm 
foundation of our confidence; and, after the example of the 
saints, we must keep it always before our eyes. The saints never 
lost sight of it; and it was for this reason that the fear of purga- 
tory never deprived them of their peace and joy of the Holy Ghost. 

St. Lidwina, who so well knew the frightful severity of ex- 
piatory suffering, was animated with that spirit of confidence, and 
endeavored to inspire others with the same. One time she re- 
ceived a visit from a pious priest. Whilst he was seated at her 
bedside, together with other virtuous persons, the conversation 
turned on the sufferings of the other life. Seeing in the hands of 
a woman a vase filled with grains of mustard-seed, the priest took 
occasion to remark that he trembled when thinking of the fire of 
purgatory. ‘‘Nevertheless’’ he added, ‘“‘I should be satisfied to 
go there for as many years as there are grains of seed in this vase; 
then, at least, I should be certain of my salvation.’’ ‘“‘What 
do you say, Father?’’ replied the Saint. ‘‘Why so little confi- 
dence in the mercy of God? Ah! if you had a better knowledge 
of what purgatory is....’’ ‘‘Let purgatory be what it may,’’ he 
replied, ‘‘I persist in what I say.”’ 

Some time after, this priest died, and the same persons who 
had been present during this conversation with St. Lidwina, ques- 
tioning the saint as to his conditions in the other world, she 
replied, ‘‘the deceased is well off, on account of his virtuous life; 
but it would be better for him if he had had more confidence in 
the Passion of Jesus Christ, and if he had taken a milder view of 
the subject of purgatory.’’ 

In what consisted this lack of confidence which met the dis- 
approval of our saint? This good priest had the firm opinion 
that it is almost impossible to be saved, and that we shall enter 
heaven only after having undergone innumerable years of torture 
in purgatory. This idea is erroneous, and contrary to Christian 
confidence. Our Savior came to bring peace to men of good-will, 
and to impose upon us, as a condition of our salvation, a yoke 
which is sweet and a burden which is not heavy. Therefore, let 
your will be good, and you will find peace, you will see all difficul- 
ties and terrors vanish. Good-will! that is everything. Be of 
good-will, submit to the will of God, place His Holy Law above all 
else, serve the Lord with all your heart, and He will give you such 
powerful assistance that you will enter paradise with an astonish- 
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ing facility. I could never have believed, you will say, that it 
was so easy toenter heaven! Again, I repeat, to effect in us this 
wonder of mercy, God asks on our part an upright heart, a good-will. 

Good-will consists, properly speaking, in submitting and con- 
forming our will to that of God, who is the rule of all good-will; 
and this good-will attains its highest perfection when we embrace 
the Divine Will as the sovereign good, even then when it imposes 
the greatest sacrifices, the most acute suffering. O admirable 
state! The soul thus disposed seems to lose the sensation of 
pain, and this because the soul is animated with the spirit of love; 
and, as St. Augustine says, when we love we suffer not, or, if we 
suffer, we love the suffering. 


mo 


Pardon of Grievous Tnjuries Relieves the Souls in Purgatory. 





St. Francis de Sales relates that at Padua, where he pursued 
part of his studies, there existed a detestable custom. The young 
men armed with arquebuses, amused themselves by running 
through the streets at night, and crying out to all those whom they 
met ‘‘Who goes there ?’’ 

People were obliged to answer, for they fired upon those who 
gave no reply, and many persons were thus wounded or killed. 
It happened one evening that a student, not having responed to 
the question, was struck in the head by a ball and mortally 
wounded. The perpetrator of this deed, seized with terror, took 
to flight and sought refuge in the house of a good widow whom 
he knew, and whose son was his fellow-student. He confessed 
to her with tears that he had just killed some one unknown to 
him, and begged her to give him an asylum in her house. Touched 
with compassion, and not suspecting that she had before her the 
murderer of her son, the lady concealed the fugitive in a place of 
safety, where the officers of justice would be unable to discover 
him. 

Half an hour had not elapsed, when a tumultuous noise was 
heard at the door; a corpse was carried in and placed before the 
eyes of the widow. Alas! it was her son who had been killed, 
and whose murderer now lay concealed in her house. The poor 
mother broke forth into heartrending cries, and entering the hid- 
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ing-place of the assassin, ‘‘Miserable man,”’ said she, ‘‘what had 
my son done to you that you should thus cruelly have murdered 
him ?”’ 

The guilty wretch, learning that he had killed his friend, 
cried aloud, tearing his hair, and wringing his hands in despair. 
Then throwing himself upon his knees, he asked pardon of his 
protectress, and besought her to deliver him up to the magistrate, 
that he might expiate so horrible a crime. 

The disconsolate mother remembered at this moment that 
she was a Christian ; the example of Jesus Christ praying for His 
executioners stimulated her to heroic action. She replied that 
provided he asked pardon of God and amended his life, she would 
let him go and stay all legal proceedings against him. 

This pardon was so agreeable to God, that He wished to give 
the generous mother a striking proof thereof. He permitted the 
soul of her son to appear to her, resplendent with glory, saying 
that he was about to enjoy eternal beatitude. ‘‘God has shown 
mercy to me, dear mother,’’ said the blessed soul, ‘‘because you 
showed mercy towards my assassin. In consideration of the par- 
don which you granted, I have been delivered from purgatory, 
where, without the assistance which you have afforded me, I 
should have had to undergo long years of intense suffering.’’ 
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Devotion to the Poor Souls is Also of Temporal Advantage. 





A merchant had a large stock of goods on hand, which he 
had ‘not been able to dispose of for several years, and feared he 
would go bankrupt. And what did he do? He recommended him- 
self to the souls in purgatory, promising them many Masses; and 
behold ! in ashort time, all his goods were sold (P. Manch). 

A great friend of the poor souls, daily prayed for fifty years, 
the vespers of the dead. In consequence of this pious custom, 
he obtained many temporal blessings, was delivered from num- 
berless dangers through the assistance of the poor souls, received 
wonderful consolation amid the greatest trials, and in particular 
experienced their intercession in law-suits which were always de- 
cided in his favor (Cartiglius. P. 2. c. 14). 

“I can relate of myself,’’ says Martin de Roa, “‘that many a 








160 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


time when steeped in sorrow or suffering serious illness, on long 
and dangerous journeys over snow-covered mountains and flooded 
valleys, in wild countries infested by robbers,—everywhere and 
at all times the poor souls, whom I invoked, protected me from 
all dangers. 
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Che Distinguished Attendant of a Lowly Funeral. 


During his stay at a summer resort near Vienna, Francis I., 
of Austria, once met a funeral. 

The deceased, whom they were carrying to his grave was so 
poor, so solitary and forsaken, that no loving mourner, not a 
single person followed the corpse. This pitiful picture of aban- 
donment touched the emperor deeply. 

“If this man whom you are burying was so poor and for- 
saken that there is not one soul to follow him to the grave,’’ said 
he, “‘we will accompany him ourselves.’’ And devoutly praying 
he followed the corpse. His attendants imitated his example, as 
also the passers-by. And thus the last journey of this forsaken 
pauper became a triumphal procession. 

When they arrived at the grave the emperor uncovered his 
head and prayed long and fervently for the eternal rest of the 
beggar’s soul. 


Che Daily Bread. 





When the great Cardinal Bellarmine was asked what class 
of people were most likely to attain their salvation. he replied, 
“‘The class who earn their daily bread; for these people,’’ said he, 
‘work steadily from morning to night; so there is no temptation 
to sloth, and many opportunities for the exercise of the most he- 
roic virtues. Their scant subsistence relieves them of many temp- 
tations. With truth can they pray: ‘Give us our daily bread :’ 
and with truth can they say, ‘this is our daily bread :’ for it is in 
every sense their own.’’ 














Heart of Jesus, full of goodness and love! 











Prayer Books for General Use. 


GEMS OF PRAYER. 


A prayer book suitable for all. 


French Morocco 
Persian Calf 


KEY OF HEAVEN. 


A manual of prayer compiled from approved sources. 


Rutland Morocco 
American Seal 
French Morocco 
Persian Calf 
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ST. BENEDICT’S MANUAL. 


A complete prayer book for all devout clients of St. Benedict. 


Black Cloth, red edges $0.80 
French Seal, red under gold edges 1.40 


THE MISSION BOOK. 


A manual of instructions and prayers, drawn chiefly from the 
works of St. Alphonsus Maria de Ligouri. 


French Seal $1.00 
Persian Calf 1.25 
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Books for Spiritual Reading. 


BEAUTIFUL WORDS OF THE BLESSED CURE OF ARS. 
Bound in cloth, with gilt title $0.35 
German edition .30 
CONSOLING REVELATIONS. 


White binding, gilt edge $0.60 
Cloth-bound, with gilt title .40 
German edition .30 


Address: Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. 





Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 








